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Introduction

Where it all began

Ubuhle Bezwe Child Care Centre is an orphanage, child care and child
development home that was established in 2002 by Barbara Mtimkulu
Sithebe, who was a professional nurse providing voluntary services to
help disadvantaged children in her community with clothes, food, as well
as helping them with their school work and sometimes school shoes.
She also kept her doors open to senior citizens however her main focus
was children. Barbara would always say the children are our future,”if
we fail to make our community a better place maybe they will, they are
our hope and security.”

With this mission and goal in mind the centre was established to address
issues facing children who had nowhere to go in the afternoon, children
who had no food at home, children who needed help with their school
work and other school related needs, children who had no clothes,
school uniform and school shoes, as well as children who have been
abandoned. As a result Ubuhle Bezwe attends to the needs of all the
vulnerable and disadvantaged children in the community of Tembisa and
surrounding area.

Ubuhle bezwe also caters for woman with children who have been
abused and give them a temporarily place of safety. This year (2024) we
have assisted about 10 women with children who had no place to go,
which is much less than in 2023 where we recorded 20 woman, a very
positive sign. Some of the children in our care have chronicillnesses and
receive their treatments from our local clinics.

The total number of children catered for in our care is 50 from the ages1
of 0-18, however at times we exceed the numbers due to the fact that we
cannot turn down women and children in desperate need. We also
support around 200 children from very disadvantaged families in our
communitv annuallv.

“Children reinvent your world for you” --
-- Susan Sarabdon

NPO No: 050-148
PBO No: 930046724
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As a centre we have challenges of having children who
are undocumented, they are brought by police officers,
social workers and community patrol officer. We try our
best to register them with home affairs even when itis
not an easy task but we persist and remain resilient
because whether a child is south African or another
nationality, he or she is still a child and needs to get help
and have a safe home. As humans who created this
structure due to a need we recognised in our community
we forever trust God to pave the way and help usin the
mission he sent us to do.

Ubuhle Bezwe is a registered NPO and we have been
operating for over 20 years, however we are not funded by the
government. We survive and grow through your kindness and
generosity by fundraising and donations received from
companies, individuals, other NPO’s and churches. However

we are still trying to register with the governmentfor funding. As
a centre we try and serve the best interest of children by giving

them a place to call home and cater for all their basic needs,
most importantly education and self-development.

Our challenges this year (2024) was the unforeseen water bill
we received from the municipality.

We didn’t have hot water coming from our geyser.

There were several times when we ran out of food however it
was not as bad as the previous year.

We had a challenge of not having electricity in 3 of our rooms
for a very long time and our wiring was faulty which was very
risky.

Challenges

Thanks to Africrest
Properties who got
us help from Tyres
Construction &
PlumbCo, we were
able to conclude that
we do not have any
leaks that would
inflate our water bil
We have also
reduced water usage
significantly and pay
monthly however the
bill only increases.
We would request
help in the form of
an internal
investigation at the
municipality.

Baby left at our gate

On Monday 29 January 2024 at around 20:30, one of our care
givers was leaving to go home when she saw a baby on the

floor next to the gate, it was raining and the baby was wrapped

in towels and a blanket with a letter from her motherin the

blanket. The letter explained the reason why the mother left the




baby and why she decided to leave the baby at our gate, she
mentioned that the father wanted her to have an abortion and
he wanted nothing to do with having a baby, she further
explained that she was still in school and wished to continue
her studies, and that she had no support from her family
regarding the baby.

She furtherwrote that the reason she decided to leave the baby
at Ubuhle Bezwe is because she saw how loved our children
are and how healthy they look, so her baby will be well, she
asked that we do not give her baby up for adoption.

Oratile (a seSotho/seTwana name meaning He/She loved you
or He/God favours you, he loves you), Oratile is turning 1 year
in January 2025. She is beginning to walk, she is a beauty of a
baby with a very jolly personality, a Happy Baby, “and to be
honest she has a bit of an attitude as well, a big attention
seeker if asked.”

Many people have been there for Oratile, helping out with
nappies, baby clothes, milk, baby food etc. A big thank you to
Sharlene Swart from Netcare foundation for her support to
Oratile from the time we picked her up. Thank you to

Dr Anchen Laubscher for being a great God mother, Dr Luleka
Radebe for yourcheck ups on Baby Oratile, thank you to Corlia
Otto for your support and donations, thank you to Netcare for
baby Oratile’s regular check-ups by some of our best Doctors in
the country. She is very well and healthy

Thank you to everyone who supported baby Oratile, there are

many of you and we deeply appreciate your love and support,
you have been great God parents. As the saying goes ‘it takes
a village to raise a child”, thank you for being her village.

Below is an update written by the author Sis Xoli Madlala earlier
in the year:

UPDATE

Baby N went for a full medical check-up yesterday, she got a
clean bill of health. She will have local clinic card done next
week. Also went to court to register her case and was also
appointed a local social worker. In short, Baby N had a busy
day. Did | mention that she has a strong set of lungs?! Girl can

scream iyhoooooooooo!!!!

Thank you so much to everyone that has stepped in, in different
capacities. From donations in various forms, sharing the posts,
prayers and words of encouragement. Baby N is still going to

“Floyd Mayweather
knuckles up buddy,

“Way too cool for school with
these Barbie shades.”

| “Jean to jean with Cowboy boots, Drip on the
highest level, fashion is my thing.”

“Now that | can walk | have the latest
amapiano dance moves.”

vy "




be at Ubuhle Bezwe for the foreseeable future, which means
more basic needs, from nappies, formula, toiletries and other
essentials so please do not tire of assisting. On behalf of Sis
Barbara (UbuhleBezwe Founder), Baby N and her Mom, thank
you.

P.S. Do keep her Mom in your prayers. May she reconcile with
her family, may she finish her studies and secure a job, may
she be protected and safe until she reunite with Baby N.
Importantly may she grant herself grace and forgive her over
the choice she made.

“l 'am growing up everyone, thank you for all
your love and support, | would appreciate deeply
if you would continue to love and support me, |
still have a long way to go, and with you in my
life, | can great one day. Thank you, | love and
appreciate you.”

PepsiCo and Ubuhle Bezwe Green Team Community Garden

Another year that PepsiCo and Ubuhle Bezwe did something
great in the community by initiating a community food garden
which served as a training programme for community members e Ubuhle Bezwe

as well as a food source for households. Community Garden

Kwande

In 2024 PepsiCo and Ubuhle Bezwe initiated several
community cleaning campaigns that brought out PepsiCo
employees as well as community members in cooperation for
the purpose of keeping our community clean.

‘it all begins with a seed, if you plant the seed then the tree can
grow. In Isivana section we had a dumping and littering
problem, it took a few cleaning campaigns and some time
before the idea took shape, today people no longer dump
where they used to dump, at all, and where they used to litter
has now been cleared and is used as a soccer field with goal
poles also being placed. A massive transformation, which was
sparked by the efforts of a company and the community,
Impact.”

Words from Bronwyn Hattingh from PepsiCo regarding Ubuhle
Bezwe Community Garden:

‘I have been working with Barbara from Ubuhle Bezwe for over
10 years now in raising funds assisting with healthy food and
vegetables. This year | thought through the PepsiCo Green
Team initiative, a community garden would be a great initiative.
Barbara agreed and the idea was activated where she spoke to

“Success requires effort.”



Thembisa Community Leader Mr Miya who agreed to give us
some space in his yard to plant vegetables and fruit trees.

The Ubuhle Bezwe Green Team Community Garden is about
ensuring skills are transferred to the youth & adults in the
Isivane community on how to plant, harvest and maintain a
garden to feed themselves especially the 60 children from the
Ubuhle Bezwe Children’s home just down the street. Hopefully
ifthe garden is successful enough they will be able to sell the
proceeds in form of jams, chilli’s and pickled vegetables
working towards ensuring we also embrace an entrepreneurial
spirit. All the skills | mention above will all be incorporated in the
training that community members will receive from July to
December 2024.

Here are some of the activities that were performed over the
last few months:-

18th of July is International Nelson Mandela Day where South
Africans celebrate Mr Mandela by giving 67 minutes to a charity
or giving back to the community .As part of PepsiCo WECA BU
PepsiCo Positive Ubuhle Bezwe Green Team we collaborated
with Matriarch, Reel Gardening and Reel Life NPC to build a
community garden with a variety of vegetables and 30 fruit
trees.

Training Day 1 (18th of July) resulted in 30+ Thembisa
community members coming together to support the Green
Team and Reel Gardening Team with Ground turning, site
clearing, Tunnel installation and planting a variety of vegetables
an 30 fruit trees. A gentleman from Tembisa who was helping
with the garden said "What an amazing Mandela Day, this
garden has given us hope!" This Community Garden will feed
the community, give them sustainability knowledge and skKills.

On the 19th of July, Training Day 2 is where the practical
training and seed planting in the tunnel at Ubuhle Bezwe
Community Garden took place.

26 July Training Day 3 — Vertical Garden Training using
recycled Pepsi 2 Litre Bottles to make a garden. Vertical
gardening has many advantages for the Isivane Community
Members that don’t have space at their homes to plant
vegetables. Vegetables are lifted off the ground, reducing bug
attacks and assisting all-round ripening. Airflow is increased,
helping to prevent disease. The community in Isivane were




being trained on how to make the vertical gardens out of
recycled containers with seeds to hand up in their homes.

On the 16th of August 2024.

Garden Plaque Installation completed — see attached, | am
standing with Barbara the owner of the children’s home and
community leader in Isivane Thembisa.

"\ Ububle Bazwe

Training Day 4 completed on Theory & Practical Training - How
to create a seedling nursery and prepare for transplanting
during replanting training. Progress Visit to Ubuhle Bezwe
Community Garden

Update on the 18th of September from Barbara was the
vegetables and fruit are starting to grow nicely.

| cannot tell you how excited | am to work with Barbara, her
husband, Mr Miya and the community in Isivane. Thank you so

much for the PepsiCo Positive Green Teams
Keep Warm!

Kind regards

Bronwyn

Nelson Mandela Day

Nelson Mandela day was filled with wonderful surprizes, ample
love and an abundance of support. We always look forward to
Nelson Mandela Day, the one day the children get to be over
spoiled, with fun, food, gifts, treats, love and attention, itis a
very special day for our children, community, as well as
organisation indeed.

We always hope that it's not a ounce off support thing only for
Nelson Mandela Day but that the children and organisation will
continue to receive support from the people, organisations, and
companies that come by. It tends to get very quiet after Nelson
Mandela Month, “what glitters is not always gold.” It may look
busy during Nelson Mandela Day with many companies present
however not many stay to support us throughout the year.

“Group prayer with X"

We would love to express our deepest gratitude and
appreciation to everyone who showed theirlove and support on
Nelson Mandela day.

e In Pursuit
e Legal Practice Council




e Eskom

e Zarc

e Mustek Limited

e Mall of Tembisa

e Kand K Media

e VW Midrand Liudsay Saker
e Nsimbi Mining Services

e Moja Love

Boys Charity Drive (Angela Ferguson & Special Steels)

Barbara felt a need to do something strictly for the boys,
noticing thatwhen things are donated at Ubuhle Bezwe in many
cases they are for girls. It is only here and there when we
receive things specifically for the boys. It was apparent that
there is an imbalance and that the boys may feel neglected and
feel that they are not as valued and as loved as the girls.

Contact: Barbara (0
4989) Rel

This in turn may have a negative impact on the boys Email: ubuhle
emotionally and mentally as they grow into man, they will grow ivana section Tombisa
as man with insecurities, man who do not know how to express A\ 22June2024
love, men who do not have patience with their counterparts, ‘
due to them not knowing how to express as it was not
expressed to them. This will resultinto a more violent and less
tolerant society, creating further division amongst man and
woman/girls and boys. We are witnessing a very high increase
in Gender Based Violence due to this negligence, the amount
of love and attention we give our boys. Keeping this in mind we
conducted a charity drive for 100 boys from 4 orphanages

(including Ubuhle Bezwe) in Tembisa.

The campaign would have been a failure if it were not for
Angela Ferguson who brought charity soldiers on board and
together they donated everything needed one hundred fold. 100
Pick n Pay Gift bags all containing essential items. The gift
bags where distributed to boys from T-SHUD disability Centre,
Siyazgabisa Children Home of Hope, Hikhensile Home Care
Centre as well as Ubuhle Bezwe. Angela donated 100 Pick n
Pay Gift bags containing Roll-on; bath towels; toothpaste;
toothbrushes; body spray; body lotion; socks; underwear; soap;

hair brushes. She also donated WAHL Haircutting machines.

Again, all the credit goes to Pick and Pay Brackendowns,
Charmaine Kelly, Antoinette Badenhorst,and Angela Ferguson,
you are the hatwe managed to pull the rabbit out of. Thank you




for making it a successful campaign and making 100 boys
happy.

Ubuhle Bezwe Child Care have the privilege of being
beneficiaries of the Dis-chem Foundation’s Hydroponics
Greenhouse vegetable farm. This came as a very significant
manifestation seeing that Ubuhle Bezwe has a community food
garden already active, making it a relevant collaboration for the
present and the future forwhat will be learnt will be shared with
the whole and will empower not only our children butthe
community at large, bringing the knowledge from the
Hydroponics Greenhouse Farm to our community garden.

Ubuhle Bezwe receives various fresh veggies from the
Dischem Hydrophonics Farm weekly for our children, as well as
monthly support for toiletries, cleaning material and over the
counter medication.

Dischem foundation has future plans to train the kids in the
fields of agriculture and Hydroponics, training courses that will
equip beneficiaries with knowledge, skills and a certificate. This
will empower our children well into adulthood. We have to have
future plans and actions for our children as they grow older, to
putthem in a position where they will become independent and
successful adults tomorrow.

That being said we would love to thank Dischem Foundation for
their support towards disadvantaged children. We looking
forward to the potential of changing lives and having great
impact.

Appreciation

We are extremely humbled by all the love and support that we
have received from all our donors, supporters, friends,
churches, individuals, companies, our full times sponsors as
well as our charity soldiers who go the extra mile for all the
children in our care.

We would love to show our appreciation and say thank you to:

Vivian Messanger, Chemgrit(now Nyeleti), TRINITY
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, Beth Sheasby, Helen Fraser &
Nashua Children’s Charity Foundation, Bronwyn Hattingh

Unorthodox commitment
and growing methods,
look at the vertical
soilless spinach rows,
using space to its fullest.
Maximising on yields and
space. Slight edge
agriculture and future
growing.




& PEPSICO, Angela Ferguson, Antoinette Badenhorst,
Carrie Lichtenstein, Xoli Dlamini, Lindiwe Kabini &
Multotec, Justin Blend & Africrest Properties, Sharlene
Swart & Netcare, Meal On Wheels, Act of Love Ministries,
PICK N PAY (Irene). Thuli Davane & Tembisa Child Welfare,
Thawanda (Trinity Church), Nsimbi Mining Services, Siege.

We Love and appreciate you with all our hearts, thanks to your
continued support, we are able to continue to carry out our
mandate and do what we believe in, caring and supporting
disadvantaged children in our community, and being a pillar of
hope.

We would not be where we are without you.

We would nothave come this far withoutyourhelp, supportand
prayers. May the Almighty God continue to bless you with more
life and lift you to heights unimagined. We thank you all for all
the support and donations made in kind and in cash, we are
standing because of you, therefore on behalf of the children,
management and staff of Ubuhle Bezwe we would love to say
thank you and may you continue to be blessed as we continue
in the journey of the years 2025.

To all our Donors we thank you for the smiles you put on our
children’s faces, by visiting them and all the donations made to us.
May the good God continue to bless you and we are looking forward
to be blessed once more by your presence love and support for the
year 2025.

Thank you to:

Shoprite Soup Kitchen; Adcorp Imperial, Bidvest Bank, Victoria
Hlongwane, Germaine Werner, Nashua, Pineapple, Cross Point
Ministries, Food Forward SA, Change in Her Foundation, Sekokotla
Marketing & Events, Anna Lebipi, Outreach Apostolie International
Ministries, Mall of Tembisa, Lavela Hope Arise, AAM Church, Eskom,
NREP Consulting Food, Bongeni Buthelezi, TBF, Kempton Park
District Assemblies of God, Tshegofatso Seapa, Tembisa Online,
BMK, Saice JHB, Miss Tembisa, Mustek Limited, K&K Media, Inside
Education, Qik Truck, In Pursuit, Legal Practice Council, Zarc, VW
Midrand Liudsay Saker, Isilumko Industrial, Lesego Hlabangwane,
CL Stander & Associates, Cogta, Cure Day Hospital, Curro Midrand
Sagewood, Girl Power, TLC, Brothers, Nthabiseng Maselela,
Seabourne Logistics, Plumbcon, Tyris Construction, Dis-chem,
Matsheko ELC, Bodhgayashanthi Sanctuary, Tsako Mkhari, BMW

Africest Properties built us a new kitchen unit, renovated and
renewed all of our toilets and bath rooms. They also brought Tyres
Construction on board who fixed our faulty electrical wiring in two
rooms induding our office which had no electricity for a very long
time, build a structure to place the 2500L Jojo tank we purchased
thanks to a Eskom donation. Tyres brought their subsidiary PlumbCo
who checked for leakages on the premises, fixed our geyser as well
as all of our plumbing needs. Tyres Construction also installed a
security light outside our building which also acts as a very
convenient and only street light to assit in preventing crime, seeing
that crime is extremely high in the townships, especially in Tembisa
where people get shot and killed for a cell phone.

School shoes.

50 Blankets
donation for 50
children.

CL Stander & Associates’ playtime with the children, “fun times”. They
also put together a wonderful Christmas Party with Jumping Castles
and an enormous water slide. “We appreciate you.”




Motorrad Mini, SASRIA, Ethafeni Clinic; Tembisa Saps; Woolworths;
Peace Motaung; AMIS; Ethel Vent, Siege, and Abulore Jaji.

GROCERIES:
4+ Mealie-meal
#+ Instant porridge
4+ Powder milk, Fresh milk, Sour milk
4+ Rice, Samp and Beans
4+ Sugar, Tea and Coffee
+ Peanut butter, Margarine, Jam
+ Washing powder
4+ Cleaning Material: Handy-Andy, Bleach, Dishwashing

soap, Toilet paper

Polony, Cheese, Eggs

Meats: Chicken, Mincemeat, Bones

Fruits and vegetables

Large rubber gloves and Heavy Duty Black Refuge Bags
Juice Concentrate

Medical kit

Canned food: Baked beans, Beef, Pilchards,

Toiletries (Roll-on, Body Spray, bathing soap,
toothpaste, bathing cloth)

- FEFErFEE

NB: We appeal for groceries as it will help us cut the cost of
food. We need R15, 000 monthly for groceries to cover the
children for the whole month. We pay R6000 for water and
electricity monthly.

Future Plans. goals and Programs

Raise Them Up! (Human Transformation Program

Raise Them Up is a new Initiative, Child Development and
Human Transformation programme we would love to implement
at Ubuhle Bezwe Remedial School (Child Care Centre).
Currently we are doing it unofficially on a small scale with the
aid of some of our supporters.

The reason and purpose of Establishing Raise Them Up is
because we realised that we need a department that will strictly
focus and deal with children development and human
transformation from a holistic approach, to give children the




skills, knowledge, experiences, abilities and tools to be great, to
invest more time, effort, resources and attention. After many
years of Ubuhle Bezwe taking in, providing shelter and care for
many under-privileged children we realised that they need to be
exposed to more progressive and empowering experiences and
activities more than normal and privileged kids.

The Objectives of Raise Them Up is to:

v Create and improve social developmentin the
community through child development, children
mentorship, edutainment, sports, tourism, academic
support and spiritual growth and understanding.

v Have regular fun days for orphans, so that they may be
able to integrate with other children in the community.

v Sothat parents that can’t afford to entertain and bond
with their kids can rely on Raise Them Up.

v Acts as a channel that unites absent parents with their
children if need be.

v Create a social Brother/Sisterhood by training the
children at an early age to support each other at all times
under all circumstances, that will ensure community,
social and human developmentin the future. (UNITY IS
STRENGTH)

v Work and collaborate with other Organisations,
individuals and companies that mainly deal with food
access to household, provide shelter for orphans, deal
with child development, Education, tourism, spiritual
growth, sports, morals and principles, Driving school,
information technology, life skills and Agriculture.

v Find and Provide mentor-ship for the different career
fields the children would like embark on.

v Trading and crypto-currency

Understanding that children are the future and leaders of our
society, in order to create and shape a better world, we have to
create an environment that will shape these kids into adults
who think, behave and see life in certain way. It is absolutely
vital how we choose to raise our children, the environment we
create for them and the things we expose them to. The mission
of Raise Them Up is to create a better community, society and
world by focusing on our responsibility as adults on how we
raise our children. Times have changed and we now know that




just taking your child to school is not enough, we need to putin
more effort and concentration on how we raise our children,
with the clear comprehension that we are purposefully shaping
and creating our world and future.

Successes and Children’s Achievements

We are extremely proud when our kids achieve their goals
especially in education and in career fields, we have a child
whois doing third year at University in 2025. In 2024 we did not
have any children in matric, however in 2025 we have one
learner in Matric. We also have a few success stories and
childen from Ubuhle Bezwe who are high achievers and have
started their careers:

Ayanda Maghagha who is a doctor.

Simphiwe Maghagha who is an engineer.

Portia Tsotesti who is a teacher.

Mpho Mokwena and Nomkhosi Mthiyani who are both
beautitians.

Our one Matric learner for 2025
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Mbali Dubazana who is a social worker.

“We made the Newspapers.”

Thank you to everyone who suPPortcd us in 2024, we ask for your

continued support in 2025.

May you have a great 3car!




